PENSION APPLICATION BY REBECCA CLENDENIN,

MAY 12, 1840, MENTIONING “CAPTAIN MOLLY” AT MONMOUTH
By Dr. David Martin
On this twelfth day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty, personally appeared before the Court of Common Pleas of the County of Lycoming in the State of Pennsylvania, in open court, Rebecca Clendenin, a resident of the Township of Hepburn in the County of Lycoming aforesaid, aged about seventy-two years, who having first been duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefits of the provision made by Congress, passed July 7th, 1838, entitled “An act granting

half pay and pensions to certain widows;” That she is the widow of John Clendenin, who was a Sergeant in the army of the Revolutionary War. That to the  best of her knowledge her husband belonged to the Pennsylvania line, that he frequently told her the name of the Colonel under whom he served was Craig and that to the best of her recollection his Captain was named Powers; he stated to the deponent that he at first enlisted for three years or during the war, & that he served altogether seven years as a soldier of the revolution, that he lived at the time of his enlistment in York County, Penna. near Codorus [?] Creek, that he was for some time a recruiting sergeant, that he often mentioned to this deponent the toils and fatigues which he underwent, and related particularly that he was at the Battle of Monmouth, and suffered greatly with the heat and thirst, that a woman who was called by the troops Captain Molly was busily engaged in carrying canteens of water to the famishing [sic] soldiers… Sworn and subscribed in open court the day & year first shown written, Rebecca Clendenin, her mark.

(Records Ser. W 3223, Pension file of John and Rebecca Clendenin, National Archives).

COMMENTARY



Rebecca Clendenin (also spelled “Clendenen” in some sources) was born around 1768 and so was around 72 years old when she  made this pension application in 1840, some 62 years after the battle of Monmouth. Her husband, Sergeant John Clendenin, served in Captain Powers’ company of Colonel Thomas Craig’s 3rd Pennsylvania Continental Regiment of Conway’s 3rd Pennsylvania Brigade at the battle. Rebecca and John Clendenin were married in Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, in October 1788, and had a total of twelve children, nine of whom were still living in 1840. John Clendenin died in January 1813. 

(continued on other side)



This is the second earliest source to refer to a “Captain Molly” at the battle of Monmouth; the earliest is an 1837 article in the New-Jersey State Gazette (also cited in this newsletter). Note that she is not called “Molly Pitcher” and that her real name is not mentioned. Nor is there any mention of her firing an artillery piece or having a husband at the battle. It is especially interesting that she is described as carrying water to the troops in canteens, not a pitcher or bucket. The 3rd Pennsylvania brigade was posted for much of the afternoon on the right wing of Washington’s line on Perrine Ridge. Around 4 P.M. it advanced along with Malcolm’s and Spencer’s regiments under the command of General Wayne to strike the 1st Battalion of British Grenadiers at the Hedge Row, but was pushed back to the Parsonage.

CONCLUSION

This account is significant for mentioning a “Captain Molly” who brought water 

to the American troops at the battle of Monmouth. The term “Captain Molly” is also used in relation to Margaret Corbin, heroine of the battle of Fort Washington on November 16, 1776.

Taken from pages 3-5 of A Molly Pitcher Sourcebook by Dr. David G. Martin (Hightstown, NJ: Longstreet House, 2003).
